OUR EXPERIENCE IN
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Last March 16 students from Eunate went to Finland. We did an exchange with our partner school from Joensuu, a city in Finland. The Finnish came to Eunate in November and now we went there from the 10th to the 16th of March. We had a really nice time!!!
The journey was very long and tiring. We left from the bus station in Iruña on the 10th at 9 a.m. We went to Madrid by bus and we arrived at 2 p.m. Then we waited in the airport until 5 p.m., when we took the plane to Amsterdam. It was the first time that some of us travelled by plane. Then we took another plane to Helsinki. We arrived at 12 a.m. and we went to a hostel to sleep.
[image: image3.jpg]


The next morning we visited Helsinki. It was beautiful. That day we felt very cold, because it was the first day and we weren’t  used to it, but then we got used to the cold and we felt well. After visiting the capital we took our suitcases and we went by train to Joensuu.
                      Helsinki
After 4 hours 
We arrived in Joensuu at 7 p.m. and we met our host families. We met our partners and their parent, who were very nice with us.
On Tuesday we had a presentation at school and then we went to Koli. This is like a Natural Park and it´s one of the most beautiful places in Finland. We had a presentation and then we walked up to a little mountain. There we could see a very beautiful landscape. After that we had lunch in a restaurant and we went to Taittokorteli, a place where they make and sell Finnish traditional products. When our partners finished school we went to a shopping centre and had dinner in a pizzeria all together. Then we went home. 
[image: image4.jpg]



 Koli                                                                                                                           
Wednesday was a good day. Firstly, we stayed at school and we saw how their school and education is. It´s very different from ours, because people have some lessons and other free hours, they don´t have a fixed timetable. Moreover, they have some subjects for 2 months and then they can change them. 
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After seeing the school we went skiing. In the afternoon we had dinner adn later  we went bowling and to play some games, and then we went home.
On Thursday we visited a monastery. There we saw an orthodox church. Then we had lunch and we visited a winery in the monastery. We tasted some wine. It was good. Then we went back to Joensuu and there we did ice swimming. It´s a beautiful activity. We had to go to a sauna and after some minutes go into a lake surrounded by ice and go out immediately. Some of us did it once and again. Then we made a barbecue and we ate some delicious sausages. 

Ice swimming
Friday was our last day in Finland, so we had a party. But in the morning we went to a bakery to do some pulla and Carelian pastries. These are some typical Finnish buns. Then we had lunch and we had some free time to go shopping. In this free time we also did a small Korrika, because we couldn´t be in Iruña when it came to our hometown. At 4 p.m. we went to an apartment all together with our partners and we had the party. We ate and drank something, we went to the sauna and we danced with music. At 11 p.m. we went home. 
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                      Cooking
On the next morning, we went to the train station at 9 a.m., we said goodbye to our families and we started our journey to Iruña. We arrived on Sunday at 6 a.m.  

That week was a very special experience for us, because it was the first time that most of us travelled so far and because it was a very good way to know the Finnish culture and lifestyle. We´ll never forget it!! We enjoyed it a lot and hope to keep in touch with our Finnish friends. We hope we’ll be able to meet them again some time in the future, maybe in Sanfermines, the famous festivals in our city or somewhere in Finland eating nice sausages or ice swimming in one of those beautiful lakes.

