A CITY WITH TWO NAMES: PAMPLONA/IRUÑA

Txantrea is a neighbourhood of Pamplona/ Iruña, which is the historical capital city of Navarre (Spanish Estate) and it has got around 300.000 inhabitants. It is not a very big city, but it has been getting bigger and bigger in the last decades. 

In the winter of 75–74 BC, the area served as a camp for the Roman general Pompey in the war. He is considered to be the founder of Pompaelo and that is why now one of our city’s name is Pamplona.  The name Iruña comes from a much older settlement of the Basque people who lived here from older times. Some experts believe that the name Iruña means “good city” taking into account the Basque ety,mology.
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At the beginning it existed only what it is now known as “The old town” and then it was expanded in different neighbourhoods until now. That is why there are so many different places to visit around the city that have great historical value and most of the sites are in this old part of the city. One of the most important ones is the cathedral, near the big wall that surrounds a part of the city. In the photo a part of the citadel can be appreciated. There are also other interesting places such as the Castle Square, the Town Hall, “Taconera” park or Yamaguchi Park. 
Two languages are spoken in Navarre: the oldest one is Basque and the other one is Spanish. Everybody speaks Spanish but a part of the population of Navarre speaks Basque, too. Basque is unique, a jewel in the European universe of languages as it is one of the oldest language of the continent, nobody knows where it comes from and it doesn’t belong to any known families of languages. It is hard to keep it alive because the competence of Spanish language is very high but its number of speakers is getting bigger. 
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There is a very traditional, famous and interesting festival in Iruña called San Fermin. It is known all around the world and people from different countries come here between the 6th and the 14th of July. Here, all the people are wearing only white clothes with a red scarf and other red accessories, so all the city becomes white and red. But you cannot put your scarf until the festival starts. At 12pm of the 6th of July the mayor gives a small talk and throws a rocket from the balcony of the town hall. That is when the festival is officially started and all the people put their red scarf around their neck. In the mornings there is a typical tradition here: bull running, a lot of people run in front and behind the bulls from some streets until they enter the bull ring. In the afternoon, there is the bullfighting. During the week, there are many events around the city for everybody. But the real festival starts at night, a magical time for partying.

